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For the Christian Repository. 


No. XXXV. 
TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, 


ON THE TRINITY. 


** Canst thou by searching find out God? canst 
thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ? It is 
as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper 
than hell; what canst thou know ? The measure 
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than 
the sea.” Job xi. 7, 8, 9. 

Our reply to the numerous, refined, and (in 
some instances) unintelligible explanations of 
passages of scripture, attempted by Amicus, is 
that the subject of discussion is one, on which 
we do not consider ourselves authorized to reason 
or dispute; a sunject which neither he nor we, 
nor any finite being is capable of explaining or 
comprehending. This we are plainly taught by 
the passage, which we haye just cited. Dr. Dwight 
iN writing gn this subject, says, “ Were my body 
so large, that I could sweep all the fixed stars, 
visible, from this world, in a clear night, and 
grasp them in the hollow of my band; and were 
my soul capacious in proportion to so vast a body, 
1 should, notwithstanding, be infinitely too nar- 
row-minded to conceive the wisdom of God, when 
he formed a fiy ; and how then should I think of 
conceiving of himseif? No ; this is the highest 
of all impossibilities. His very lowest work 
checks and represses my vain contemplations. 
When we think of God in this light, we can easily 
conceive it possible, that there may be a ‘Trinity 
of Persons in his nature.” We leave it then to 
the presumptuous, to men puffed with pride of 
inteilec', with high opinions of their mental ca. 
pacities and endowments, to attempt in vain to 
pry into and explai subjects that must ever be 
mysteries to man in his present state of existence. 
Secret things belong unto the Lord ;” and we 
are willing that they should, It is enough for us 
to ascertain facts and doctrines, and to have a 
“Thus saith the Lord,” for the truth of them 
It is enough for us to adore, admire and praise the 
mystery revealed. 

To the received opinions of men about the 
plainest things in nature, almost endless objec. 
tions may be made, and difficulties proposed. A 
tool may ask a wise man a thousand questions, 
which he cannot answer. Stili the objections, 
the difficulties and unanswered questions have 
no effect in disturbing men’s belief of well known 
facts and well ascertained truths. It appears 
strange tous then, that any mar of sense wouid 

ique himself upon making objections and stari- 
ing difficulties, till he wearies uut the patience of 
his readers. The only circumstances that recon- 
cite us to our conduct, in following and answer- 
ing Amicus so far in his objections, are, that in 
consequence of it, he has more fully disclosed his 
errors, aud we have evinced our Capacity to an- 
swer all his objections and refute all his argu- 
ments that have any show of reason or force 
These ends being accomplished, we pledge our- 
selves that, unless we change our sentiments we 
will not in future weary our readers by following 
Amicus thro his endless speculations, refinements 
and sophistical objections and arguments, but 
will confine ourselves as much as possible toa 
connected and plain statement and refutation of 
vour doctrines and opinions that yet remain to be 
discussed, and to a succinct and conclusive de- 
fence of the truth. ae 

We are not willing to admit the ipse dixit of 

Amicus (his mere say so) that Dr. Watts aban- 
doned Trinitarian sentiments. But if itis true, 
as he states, that the Doctor did so, three years 
before his death, we still ciaim him-as a Trinita- 
rian. Dr. Watts lived to a very advanced age. 
Now, it is often said, and with truth too, ofa man 
when he is very old, “ He is no longer himself.” 
Dr, Watts then at the time Amicus mentions was 
not Dr. Watts, he was not himself. tn answer to 
cre observation of Amicus upon 1 John v. 7. we 
reply, that there are men who possess as great 
« candor and learning” as ke, who insist on the 
gcnuiness of the passage. We do not say “ pre- 
tension” as he does, for real’y we think he makes 
as high and arrogant pretensions as any writer we 
know. When room will admit, we shail give our 
proots of the authenticity of this disputed passage, 
and we have no doubt but we will satisfy the 
impartial, that.it is authentic. : 

Our design in this number is to state, in as clear 
and plain a manner as we can, the difference of 
opinion that appears from the present state of 
the discussion to exist between Amicus and us in 
relation to the nature and essential subsistence of 
the Divine Being ; and to advance some additional 
plain and conclusive arguments in defence of our 
doctrine. He professes to believe in a Gud of 
such perfect unity, that it admits of no real, but 
ouly a nominal distinction. We protess to believe 
in a God of perfect and essential unity, but such 
as admits of a real and threefold distinction. We 
purposely at present omit the term Prinitys to 
which Amicus so inveterately objects as un- 
scriptural,and take one which the scriptures =. 
tainly autiorize, as they so trequently use_ the 
three terms, Father, Son and Hoiy Ghost. From 
the many passages which we liave beture quoted, 
and by which we clearly prove a Trinity, If is 
evident that the scriptures point out a distinction 
of three in the Godhead, and itis obviously a real, 
not a mere nominal distinction, but a disiinction 

which ascribes a property to each of the three 
severally, which does nut belong, and cannot be 
communicated to the others severally. Now such 
a distinction Amicus -cotireiy discards. li the 
Scriptures intended such an entire unity, val aay 
contends for, would they so often employ terms, 
which alwavs in a popular sense, obviously imply 
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areal distinction ? No person can hear the terms, 
Father and Son, sending and sent, one being with 
another, one loving and another beloved, without 
conceiving of a real distinction. Now- these and 
similar terms of distinction are applied frequently 
in the scriptures to what we call the three persons 
in the Godhey!. We call them persons, because 
in the scriptures the personal pronouns, 4, Thou, 
and He, are uniformly applied to them. The 
Father and the Son speaking to each other, say 
thou ; and they and the Holy Ghost speaking of 
one another, use the pronouns He and They ; and 
the scriptures in speaking of the three separately, 
always use the pronoun He. Now what ofher 
than a person can you conceive speaking to and 
of another in such language, language unifornily 
considered and called personal. Now let Amicas, 
from the seat of decision, which he has proudly 
and presumptuously erected for himself, pro- 
nounce the sentence of “ absurdity, inconsistevey, 
&e.”” Sull it must be admitted that God is best 
acquainted with his own nature and essence, and 
consequently knows best what terms are property 
and consistently applied to hig charaeter or mode 
of subsistence. Let Amicus then beware lest he 
pronounce that absurd and inconsistem, whigh 
God himself has sanctioned; and lest he inchr 
the guilt, and fall under the awful condemnation 
of biasphemy. We finding the scriptures uni- 
formly and obviously holding out a threefold dis- 
tinction in the Godhead, believe, and insist upon 
it, that there is such a distinction. But Aumicus 
entirely rejects the distinction and utterly con 
founds all the distinguishing terms, which the 
scriptures are so carciul to use. Christ is called 
Mediator. Now Mediator necessarily implies 
parties to be reconciled, and a distinet. person 


, Upon the Jews, to say that they 
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of the Trinity” We shall now prove that the 
primitive Christians also believed in a Trinity of 
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of the Fathers, agrees with us (says Calvin) in 
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God will not give his glory to another,” 

Again, turn your attention to the astonishing, 
numerous and extensive revivals of religion which 
are taking place in our land and in our day - and 
in these you have another fact to prove the truth 
of our doctrine It is unnecessary to inform you 





every point.” ‘Turtullian asks the question, and 
answers it himself: “ How many persons suppose 
you (saith he) there are? As many as there are 
names.” Gregoty Nazianzen, speaking of the 
Trinity, says, “J cannot think of the one, but 1 
am immediately surrounded with the splendor of 
the three; nor can i clearly discover the three, 
but I am suddenly ¢arried back to the one. Here 
again we see how absurd it is to speak of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity being a part of the orthodoxy 
of the Roman Catholic faith. It was believed 
long before that church existed. We have now 
proved that the ancient Jews and primitive Chris. 
tians believed in, and consequently worshipped a 
‘Trinne God. This was our minor proposition 
It being proved true, and the major proposition 
being granted, the conclusion also must be true : 
therefore, the Triune God is the ‘True God. 

To foretell future events beioags unto God. 
The fulfilment of predictions will im many in- 
stances prove and develope the nature and essen- 
tial character of God. ‘This will appear to be the 
case with respect to the predictions which we 
shall now adduce. God by the prophet (Isa. li. 
5) says: “ The Isles shall wait upon me, and on 
my arms shall they trust.” Ps-i 8. God sa 
to Christ : “‘ Ask of me and I shall give thee t 
heathea for thine inheritance and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.” Is. x19. Ih 
is said: “ The earth shall be fullof the know. 
ledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 





who reconciles the parties. The Apostle informs 
us that the parties in this case are God and men, 
and that the Mediator is Christ if nothing but 
unity in every sense is admitted, where will a 
Mediator be found ? for a Mediator must be dis- 
tinct from ‘the parties. You will not say that 

mere name can be the Mediator, the Reconciler ! 
Then the reconcihation would be only nominal, 
not real ; and all men would be yet in their sins, 
unreconciled, and under the sentence of condem- 
nation and death. Awful thougiit! Upon this 
plain statement of the case we appeal to candor, 
common sense and impartiality, whether Amieus 
or we have adopted the seriptural sentiment, con- 
cerning the Divine character or mode o/ subsi-t- 
ence. We adopt an opinion that embraces a 
threefold distinction, a distinction uniformly, 
and every where spoken of in the Scriptures He 


ance of the most plain and distinctive seripteral 
terms - ¢ 

We proeeed now to prove the truth of our doc. 
trine by arguments derived from the scriptures, 
trom fac s and history combined. We have here- 
tofore taken our proofs wholly from the Scrip- 
tures. We now call to our-aid facts, which are 
almost the only preper instruments for such 
short-sighted, finite creatures as we are, to wield 
in argument. We know httle else than fact We 
are totally unacquainted with the nature or és- 
sence of the smallest thing in creation How then 
can we presume to understand or explain the es- 
sence of the great creator of all things. No doubt 
when we speak of facts Amicus -will apply to 
them his favorite term, gross. Aud doubtless 
they will prove tou gress, stubborn and unwiekly 
for him. Refining appears to be bis chief talent. 
But we rejoice for truth’s sake that scepticism & 
mysticism with all their ingenuity have never yet 
invented an alembic that can refine away facts. 
Let them put them into their hottest crucible, 
they will still to their great mortification come 
out stubborn facts. These things premised, we 
proceed to our arguments, ae 

The ancient Jews and primitive Christians wor- 
shipped the True God, 

They worshipped the Triuve God 
the Vriune God is the True God. 
Our major or first proposition we presume is 
admitted. The minor or second, perhaps, may be 
denied. We must therefore prove it. We have 
a host of testimony; but bave room to advance 
only a small part. That the ancient Jews wor- 
shipped a ‘Triune or three.one God, is evident 
from their verbal declarations and their numerous 
symbols. ‘The Jewish commentators say, * there 
are three degrees in the Mystery of Aleim, or Elo- 
him ; and these degrees they call persons.” The 
Author of the Jewish Book, Zohar, thus com- 
ments on these words. ‘The Lord and our God, 
and the Lord are onc. The Lord or Jehovah is 
the beginning of all things, and the pertection of 
all things, and is called the Father. ‘The other 
or our God, is the depth or the fountain of scien- 
ces, and is called the Son, The other, or Lord, | 
He is the Holy Ghost who proceeds from them 
both. In the writings of Rabbi Judah Hakkadosh, 
or Judah the holy, there is this remarkable sen- 
tence, declaring the doctrive of the Jewish 
church in the most explicit manner. God the 
Father, God the Son, Giod the Holy Spirit; Three 
in Unity, One in Trinity.” One symbol used by 
the Jews, to denote God, was 4 square enclosing 
ihree radii, or points, dispused in the form ofa 
crown. ‘fhe crown seems to have denoted the 
dignity and supremacy of the object designed, 
and the number three, the three persons in the 
Godhead. Another symbol was an equilateral 
imangle, with three small circies at the angles 
and the letter Jod inscribed over the upper angle. 
The three sides indicated the three persons of 
the Godhead ; and the equal length oF the sides, 
denoted tacir equality ; a the letier Jod was 
a direct proot that Jehovah Was intended by the 
emblem. ‘The three circles probably denoted tue 


Therefore, 





entirely rejects all real distinction, and m deti- Land on whose arms do they teust? Fact says: 


Is, biiy 8 It is said: “* The watchmen of Zion 
shall lift up the voice; with the voice together 
shail they sing: for they slall see eye to eye.’ 
This last prophecy can never be fulfiuled with re- 
spect to :our society, whilst your present cus- 
toms prevail, for you never sing. Neither do your’ 
Watchmen, begin to see eye to eye with other 
watchmen as those of other sociefies are begin- 
ning to do; neither can you everdo it, till you ure 
entirely new-modelled ; for you essentially aif- 
fer from all others, Your society therefore can 
make no partofthe Melienial church, At that 
happy. period ™ there shall be but one fuld, as 
there 1s one shepherd.” 

The predictious which we have just cited are. 
at present fulfilling. We shall now appeal to 
facts. ‘The Isles of the sea have lately begun to 
wait upon God. Upon what God do they wait! 


“they wait upon the Triune God and trust in 
his arms.” Christ ix now receiving the heathen 
in Asia, Africa and America for his inheritance. 
What Christ is receiving them? Fact answers : 
** Clarist, the second person in the adorable Trin- 
ity ;” for as such he is every where preached to 
the heathen and received by them. ‘The earth is 
now beginning to be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord With the knowledge of what Lord? 
Fact replies: ** With the knowledge of the 
Lord, whom the Trinitarians preach and worship, 
for the Trinitarians are the only persons, who are 
carrying the knowledge of the Lord to different 
parts of the earth. Can God only predict ?—dues 
the fulfilment of predictions prove the true God ? 
—and do facts universality testify that the predic- 
tious now fulfilling prove Gud to be Triune ? then 
the Triune Ged must be the true God. Surely 
the only living and true God, who abominates 
idolatry as the highest crime, and speaks against 
false gods in the severest language, would not 
predict events in such a manner, that the fulfil- 
men: of them would prove the existence of three 
Gods, and consequently talse Gods.. But God 
has predicted events the fulfilment of which uni- 
forinly results in ihe proof of a Triune God; 
therefore a Triune God cannot be three Gods. 
Again, take a view of other fatts. What but 





a special Providence could be the cause of the 
stupendous movements which have lately taken 
place and stull continue throughout christendom ? 
Nothing but the infinite wisdom and omnipotent 
arm of Jehovah could have devised and set in 
motion the vast, complex, yet harmonious and 
well regulated machinery of Bible, Missionary 
and ‘Tract Societies und Sabbath schools, which is 
now actively and successiuily engaged in dissemi- 

nating the word of truth and of tfe, among all 

classes IM society—in instructing the ignorant— 
reclaiming the vicio is—converting the heathen 
—and thus gloriously preparing the way for the 
Millennial advent of Christ, and the ushering in 
of the latter day glory of Zion. ‘These agsucia- 
tions are «compose: of various denominations, 
which till lately wore violently opposed to each 
other and held no social intercourse, and none 
but that, God wio wrneth the hearts of men as 
the rivers of water ave turned, could have turned 
so many jarring hearts into the same channel aad 
united them as.the heart of one man, 

‘truly ‘This is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelous in Our eyes” Now all these associa- 
tions are Compose i of those who worsiup the 
Yriune God and teach and inculcate the doctrine 
of the ‘Yrinity as an essential doctrine of Chris- 
tianity. Is there a God in the heavens? and 
does: he sway an o anipotent sceptre over the 
hearts and actions of men? and wiil he sutler bis 
glory to be givea to another: Nay will he come 
vut of ius place—mmake bear his arm so that every 
eye that is not blind must see that 1 és Ais armn— 
and exercise a special Providence so that Ins glory 
stivuld be given to others, to three Gods!!! No, 
unis is Mnpossibie, But fucts declare that Ged 
nay exercised a special Providence, which gives 
a large tribute of glory to the Triune God, there- 


that thése are all amongst ‘Trinitarians. To speak 
of a revival of religion amongst Unitarians, or a- 
mongst F———s would make every body stare— 
would make themselves look aghast. Did the 
miraculous conversion of three thousand by the 
preaching of Peter, prove that he preached true 
doctrine ? Surely the conversion of thousands now 
by the preaching of Trinitarians must prove also 
that they preach the true doctrine. The conver- 
sion of sinners is the work of God, and God will 
not set his seal toa lie. Did the miraculous 
healing of natural dis¢ases, and raising the dead, 
prove the divinity of Christ and the divinity of the 
doctrines which the Apostles taught? Will not 
then the healing» of moral diseases and raising 
from the death of sin, prove the divinity of the 
Agent, and of the doctrines which are made the 
instruments ? Trinitarians preach their doctrines 
and the morally diséased are healed, the vicious 
are ceclaimed—ihe drunkard made sober—the 
profane made pious—and thousands that were 
dead in trespasses and sins are raised to spiritual 
life. Ask them who healed them and raised them 
trom the dead, and what doctrines were the in- 
struments ; and they will answer the T'riune God 
and the doctrines of the Trinitarians. We dety 
the unitarians to produce such testimony to the 
truth of their doctrines. Who ever heard of their 
doctrines reforming the vicious, or reclaiming: 
the profligate. We have often known them to 
have the contrary effect. 

Facts crowd upon facts. Obstinate must b& 
the unbelief, inflexible the scepticism, which does 
not blush and yield!!! Until Amicus is able to 
counteract the most plainy forcible and plenary 
testimony—to shut our eyes and close our ears— 
to reason people out of their senses—is able to 
refine facts into non-entities, and realities into 
phantoms he will be unable to prove our doctrine 
either false, absurd, inconsistent or contradictory. 
Farts crowd upon facts. Go to the awakened and 
convinced of sin—to the contrite in spirit 
wounded in heart, who have been healed and com- 
forted—go to the beds of the sick and dying,and 
ask them: who awakened and convinced them of 
sin—who healed and comforted them—who con- 
soled them in sickness, and attuned their dying 
lips with the song of victory over death and the 
grave: and they will all answer with one voice: 
Vhe Holy Spirit the Comforter, and Christ the 
Redeemer, two persons in the adorable Trinity. 
Hark, hark! The citizens of the New pie” S 
are chaunting their doxelogies to the Triune God: 
saying; “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is tocome,” Halialujah 
from the ancient Jews and primitive Christians, 
from tsles and continents and from the whole true 
church, to the Triune God. The living, the dying 
Christians upon earth, Saints and Angels in heavea 
are singing; “ Giory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the b:- 
ginning is now, and shall beevermore, world with- 
vutend, Amen.” PAUL. 


EP CREME MIO 
COQUELRY. 

Coquetry stands next to the want of 
Chasticy in the scale of female vices—it is 
in fact, a kind of mental prostituuon—it is 
ruinous to ull chat delicacy of feeliag which 
gives added lustre to female charms—it is 
almost destructive to modesty itself, A wo- 
man who has been addicted to its practice 
may stzvive jong, and in Vain to regain that 
singleness of heart which can bind her up 
so Closely in her husband and children as to 
make her a good wile, ora good mother; 
and if it should have degenerated into hab- 
it, it may lead to the awtul result of infidél- 
ity to her marriage vows. It 1s in vain for 
a coquette to pretend to religinn—its prac- 
tice involves hypocrisy, faisehood and de- 
ception—every thing that is mean—every 
thing that is debasing—in gshort, as it is 
bottomed on selfishness and pride, where 
it has once possessed the mund, it will only 
yield to the trutn-displaying banners of the 
Cross—this, and this only, can remove the 
evil; for without it, she whom the charms 
of youth and beauty have .enabied to act 
the coquette, will descead into the vale of 
life altered, it is true, but net amended— 
as she will find the world with its allure- 
ments fling around her parting years a 
vain regret tor days thatare flown and mere - 
cenary views for her descendants. 
Misstomary. t 
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Death bed saying of Sir Isaac Newton— 
“ T do not know (said the great philosopher, 
a litthe vefore his death,) what I may ap- 
pear to tne world ; but to myself I seem 
to have been only like a boy playing on the 
sea shore, and diveruag myself in now and 
thea finding a smoother pebble, or a pret. 
tier sheli than ordinary, whilst the great 
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ocean of truth lay undiscovered before me.” 
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MISSIONARY HYMN. 
By Mrs. Washbourne. 


Christian, convey the blessings round 
Which God has multiplied to thee ; 
Send to the earth’s remotest bound 
The precious balm of Calvary ! 


How shall his banished ones believe 
On Him of whom they never heard ; 
Or how the truth of God receive 
Until they hear his written word? 


How shall their gloomy veil be rent, 

Till preachers point to Jesus’ blood ? 
How shall they preach unless they’re sent, 
And arm’d with power by Israel’s God ; 


Look to the fields already white ! 

The harvest scene will surely come, 
When we shall welcome with delight, 
Full sheaves of huinan converts home, 


The swarthy nations here unknown, 
Shall the white robes of glory wear, 
And join our songs around the throne 
To him who lov’d and brought us there ! 
Col, Star 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter fiom a minzster of the 
Go-pel in Norfolk, Virginia, to his /riend 
in thie city, dated Angust 12, 1822. 


«“ We believe God has graciously reviv- 
ed the languishing graces of some of his 
people here, and is exciting very strong 
expectations of a general outpouring of 
his Spirit upon his churches here.’ That 
you may judge correctly of our present 
state, I will mention some recent occurren 
ces Last Friday week, at the urgent re- 
quest of Rev Benj. Rice, J visited Peters- 
pure, where a glorious work of revival has 

een experienced for the last three weeks, 
in the Presbyterian and Methodist church 
es. To the former thirty-seven, and to the 
latter fifiy new converts have been added 
since the work began, and it is rapidly pro- 
gressing. Many are enquiring ‘ What 
shall we do to be saved?’ | staid in Peters- 
burg six days and a half. during which time 
T attended twenty meetings, which were 
all crowded, solemn and attentive. The 
last Thursday before f left them we held 
three meetings. The first continued five 
hours; and during that time, three young 
ladies, and two young gentlemen, before 
under deep impressions, professed conver- 
sion, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of 
God. In the afternoon, one or two more ob- 
tained peace, and in the course of the after- 
noon a great number appeared to be deeply 
convicted, In this state I the next morr- 
ing Jeftthem. Four or five of my people 
were in Petersburg with me, and obtained 
from God rich spiritual blessings. 

On my return Jast Saturday evening, I 
attended a revival prayer-meeting which 
has been established at my house a few 
weeks, and has been attended by about ten 
male members of the church. At the 
close of that meeting, in which all was 
cold and cheerless as the grave, I proposed 
a meeting at sunrise the next morning 
About eight persons attended; and, ina 
short time after the meeting began the Spi- 
rit seemed all at once to seize on every 
soul present, and not a single heart remain- 
ed unmelted, and not adry eye was seen in 
the room during the remainder of the meet- 
ing which lasted about two hours. We then 
separated till 9 o’clock, when we met again 
and were joined by « few more, and al! 
seemed equally as much impressed as in 
sunrise méeting. After the morning ser- 
vice in the church, another prayer-meet- 
ing ‘was appointed at three o’clock ; and at 
the hour, both the lower rooms, and pas- 
suges and front pavement of my house were 
crowded. At nighta still larger house was 
crowded, In both meetings very deep and 
solemn impressions seem to have bee 
made on the hearts both of saints and si: - 
ners. At sunrise this morning, my house 
was again crowded with males and females, 
ardently praying for a revival ; most of 
them on their knees renewed their cove- 
rant with God, and pledged themselves to 
attend these meetings every morning, until 
the Lord revives his work. Six convicted 
sinners stood up in the meeting this morn- 
ing,and thus expressed their anxiety for the 
salvation of their souls, and their desire of 

a special interest in the prayers of God’s 
people.—Thus much the Lord has already 
done for us, and our hearts are glad. Dear 
friends, | beg an interest in your prayers 
that I may be sustained and have grace to 
be faithful.” 


— ft ee 
ON DECISION IN RELIGION, 
Moses on a momentous occasion stood 


90 


in the gate of the camp and cried, « Who 
is on the Lord’s side? let him come unto | 


me.”. And in our day a similar inquiry 


ought to be plainly and powerfully urged 


home, that the true servants of God may 
oceupy their high and proper ground dis- 
tinetly marked, and rally round the stand- 
ard of the great captain of their salvation, 
Decision, both in our religious principles 
and practice, is of the highest importance. 


| Phe Bible unquestionably contains a sys- 


tem of doctrines which bear the stamp 
and signature of heaven ; yet, beeause they 
are opposed téthe pride, self-will, carnali- 
ty, and eorrupticn of the human heart 
they are generally slighted and condemn- 
ed. Nothing is more common than to pro- 
fess faith in the Gospel ; but let us not rest 


ina vague indefinite assent, or a cold, eus- 


tomary form. 

What are the doctrines we espouse? 
Are they, in very deed, the humbling, holy, 
and salutary traths of God’s word? Do 
they lead us to abandon all dependance on 
our own righteousness, and centre our trust 
in the atonement, merits, and grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Are these doctrines, 
not the opinions we have received from ed- 
ueation, but the principles we have em- 
braced on convietion? Lhe most ardent 


without a corresponding practice. Have 
we then come out from the world ? 1 ask 
not whether its grosser vices and abomina- 
tious are forsaken: but are its buxuries, its 
pleasures, its favourite maxims, its vain 
amusements given up? In every age, and 
rank, and situation, there are certain oe- 
casions which operate as tests to try men, 
and manifest what they are. A careless, 
dilatory, and fluctuating state of mind, in 
reference to the grand eoneerns of God 
and eternity, is both foolish and eriminal 
But the state of mind, which it is the design 
of this paper to recommend, has many ad- 
vantages connecied with it. _ 

1. Decision in religion gives a peculiar 
dignity and lustre to the character, ‘The 
time-server, who dexterously trims and ac- 
commodates his religion to the fashion of 
his neighbours, or the taste of his superi- 
ors, can never command respect and es- 
teem. Waywardness and fickleness be- 
tray either a weak judgment, or a want of 
principle. A double-minded man is un- 
stable in allhis ways. Butthe steady and 
resolved believer holds fast the fourm of 
sound words contained in the gospel; and, 
unseduced by specious errers, as well as 
undismayed by threatening dangers, press. 
es forward towards the mark of the prize 
of his high calling, ‘There is a sublime 
grandeur insuech a eharacter. We ad- 


whieh it is composed. and their gradual 
conformation to a divine and perfect mo- 
del. Compare with the course of the wan- 
dering seceptic and the mercenary trimmer, 
the noble conduct of Joshua, Elijah, and 
Paul, ‘The valiant leader of Israel saw 
their propensity to idolatry, and said, 
* Choose ye this day whom ye will serve ; 
hut as for me and my _ house, we will serve 
the Lord.” Elijah on Mount Carmel. 
though opposed by the king and court, and 
a formidable phalanx of enemies, boldly 
stood forth glone'in defence of the true re- 
ligion, and thus addressed the fluctuating 
multitude . * How leng halt ye between 
two opinions ? If Jehovah be God, follow 
him; but if Baal, then follow him. Paul 
pleading his Master’s cause before Festus 
and Agrippa, furnishes another instance 
of that decision and heroie intrepidity, 
which every believer should be eoneerned 
fo exemplify. And a Christian, even in 
the lowest rank, whose principles are fixed 
by the testimonies of God, and whose tem- 
per and conduet accord with those princi- 
plea, is possessed of true dignity. He sets 
the Lord always before him, and though 
reproached. vilified and persecuted, he eone 
tmues unmoved, Christ is his trust, his 
hope, his s:rength ; Christ his pattern, his 
portion, his eternal ali ; and he ean neith- 
er be drawn nor driven from this rock, 





this refuge, this divine Redeemer, 


2dly. Decision in religion is intimately 
connected with the richest comforts and 
blessings. ‘he guspei brings inestimable 
benefits to his bosom Pardon of sin, peace 
of conscience, everlasting consolation, and 
a good hope through grace, are conveyed 
to us in its great and precious promises. 
The Gospel opens an inexhaustible: store- 
house of all the good which suits and sate 
isfies the souls of men. Beit however 
recollected,” says Mr. Hall, « that the 
Christian religion confines iis eajoyments 
exclusively to sineere and decided Chris- 
lians. To these enjoyments you will there- 
fore necessarily continue a stranger, unless 
Ee resign yourself wholly to its power 

any, without renouncing the profession 





Aneel ame 


of Christianity, without formally rejeet- 


aud forward profession avaiis nothing 


mime the precious enduring elements of 


ing its distinguishing doctrines, live in «uch 
an habitual violation of its laws, eontra- 
diction to its spirit, that, conscious they 
have more to fear than hope from its truth, 
they are never able to contemplate it with- 
outterror. It haunts their imagination 
instead of tranquilizing their hearts ; and 
hangs, with depressing weight on all their 
enjoyments and pursuits. ‘Their religion, 
instead of comforting them under their 
troubles, is itself their greatest trouble; 
from which they seek refuge in the dissi- 
pation and vanity of the world, until the 
throbs and tumulis of conseience force 
them back upon religion ‘Thus suspend. 


contradictory influences, they are disqual- 
ified for the happiness of both worlds, and 
neither enjoy the pleasures of sin, nor the 
peace of piety.” But behold the firm and 
decided Christian! he lives near the foun 
tain of light and grace ; he feeds on the 
bread of life, the hidden and heavenly 
manna. ‘Though elouds may for a short 
time darken his sky, they cannot blot out 
his sun. Evan. Mag. 
el ee 
From the Southern Intelligencer. 
PALESTINE 
Judea was celebrated by ancient writers, 


as a land, “flowing with milk and honey.” 
— Moses declared that the following curse 


parted from the ordinances of the Lord— 


be brass, and the earth that is under thy 
feet shall be iron.” 


has becn as predicted, that the glorious city 


and cruel tyranny of the infidel, 


tc. shew, the present state of Judea :— 
“ We pursued our course,” says that 





browned jJeaves in the southern 


cf mountains expanding themselves, as- 


appeared. 
the mountains was tinged with ared and 
vivid colour In this dreary region we 
kept ascending for an hour, to gain an ele- 
vated hill which we saw before us; after 


across a naked plain, bestrewed with loose 
stones. 
this plain, I perceived a line of Gothic 
walls, flanked with square towers, and the 
tops of a few buildings pee ping above them. 
At the foot wall appeared a camp of Turk- 
ish horse, with all the accompaniments of 
oriental pomp. i Gods! * The Holy Ci- 
ty !” exclaimed the guide, and away he 
went at full gallop —I paused, with my 
eyes fixed on Jerusalem, measuring the 
height of its walls, reviewing at once all 
the recollections of history from Abraham, 
to Godfrey of Bouilon, reflecting on the 
total change accomplished in the world by 
the mission of the Son of Man, and in vain 
seeking that temple, not one stone of 
which is left upon another. Were 1 to 
live a thousand years, never saould I for- 
get that desart, which yet seems to be per- 
vaded by the greatness of Jehovah, and 
terross of death. 

* As we advanced,” (he was now jour- 
neying towards the Dead Sea,) “ the as- 
pect of the mountains still continued the 
same, that is, white, dusty, and without 
shade, without trees, without herbage, with- 
out moss. We at length arrived at the last 
range of hills that form the western bor- 
der of the valley of Jordan and the Dead 
Sea. The sun was near setting; we alight- 
ed to give a little rest to our horses, and | 
contemplated at leisure the lake, the val- 
ley and the river, he eastern chain of 
mountains, called the mountains of Arabia, 
are the highest. ‘The western range oe- 
longs to the mountains of Judea. The 
valley bounded by these, exhibits a soil re- 
sembling the botom of a sea that has long 
retired from its bed, a beach covered with 
salt, dry mud, and moving sands, furrowed, 
as it were, by the waves. Here and there 





ed between opposite powers, the sport of 


should light upon the people, if they de- 
‘Phy heaven that is above thy head shall 


The Jews were the 
chosen people of the Lord—He visited 
them by immediate revelation of his will— 
He protected them by great and glorious 
displays of His power, sti!l they violated 
His commands, rejected His government 
and crucified His Sun —The consequence 


has been given up to destruction, the tem- 
ple has been destroyed, and the people are 
still wandering, a scorn and a by-worc-— 
Their country has become barren and de- 
solate,and the land that was once most Ilo- 
ly, is now polluted by the gross excesses 


The following extract from the travels of 
M DeChateaubriand,in Greeces Palestine, 


lively writer, “ through a desert, where wi'd 
fig-trees, thinly scattered. waved their em- 
breeze. 
The ground, which had hitherto exhibited 
some verdure, now vecame bare; the skles 


sumed atonce an appearance of greater 
erandeur and sterility. Presently all veze- 


tation ceased; even the very mosses dis- 
The confused amphitheatre of 


which we proceeded for another hour 


Allatonce, at the extremity of 


stunted shrubs with diffictilty vegetute upon 
this inanimate tract; thefr leaves are co- 
vered with salt, which has nourished them, 
and their bark hasasmoky smelland taste. 
Through the middle of this valley flows a 
discoloured river, which reluctantly creeps 
towards the pestilential lake by which it is 
engulfed. , 

“Such is the scene famous for the ben- 
edictions and curses of heavén. This ri- 
ver is the Jordan; this lake is the Dead 
Sea. 

“© When you travel in Judea, the heart 
is at first filled with profound disgust: but, 
when passing from solitude to solitude, a 
boundless space opens before you, this dis- 
gust wears off by degrees, and you feel a 
secret awe, which so far from depressing 
the soul, imparts life, and elevates the ge- 
nius. Extraordinary appearances every 
where proclaim a land teeming with mir- 
acles ; the burning sun, the towering eagle, 
the barren fig-tree, all the poetry, all the 
pictures of Scripture, are here. Every 
name commemorates a mystery; every 
grot proclaims the future; every hill re- 
echoes the accents of a prophet God Aim. 
self, has afken in these regions; ded up 
rivers, riven rocks, attest the prodigy : the 
desart still ahfhears mute with terror, and 
you would imagine tha: it had never fire 
sumed to interrufit the silence, since tt heard 
the AWFUL VOICF OF THE ETERNAL.” 
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Extract of a letter froma Theological Stu- 
dentat Andover, to his friend in this city, 
da’ed Aug. 4, 


“ T have been highly interested with the 
reports of the several missionary societies 
in Charleston, tis year Your efforts seem 
to enjoy the peculiar smiles of heaven. 
The labours of missionaries in the south- 
ern states, and the various means in opera- 
tion for spreading religious instruction and 
missionary intelligence, seem to be rousing 
the energies of those states, and bringing 
them into action in the noblest of causes— 
the cause of the Redeemer. I trust that 
the present will be but the beginning of a 
mighty train of consequences, that will ter- 
minate in nothing short of chbristianizing 
our own vast country, and not our own 
country only, but the world. The south- 
ern states have resources in no respect ine 
ferior to those of New-Enyland. In many 
repects already before New-England, they 
will not remain long behind her in the great 
plans of Christian enterprise, which distin- 
guish the present from every other age. 
And, oh! who would not engage in this 
glorious enterprize ? Almost every thing 
we read in our public journals, and almost 
every thing we hear, show that the present 
age, in respect to benevolent efforts, is un- 
like the last, and every other, if we except 
the time of the Apostles 

“ A few years ago, our journals recount- 
ed the events of bloody warfare, the tri- 
umphs of one temporal banner over the 
fall of another Now we read only of tri- 
umphs that follow the standard of Imman- 
uel; Heathen banners fall before it. The 
kingdoms of this world are becoming the 
kingdoms of Christ, and kings and empe- 
rors account it their highest honor to lay 
aside the habiliments of war, and cast their 
crowns at the Saviour’s feet. 

“ At a recent prayer meeting of our 
students for the respective colleges at 
which they were educated, a statement was 
given in of the number of hopefully piou. te 
.Students who will be graduated this yeat 
at the colleges in New-England and New. 
York. The whole number is about 150. 
Most of these will enterthe ministry. This 
is more than six timesthe number of pious 
young men who graduated at the same col- 
leges ten years ago. — Is not this a very in- 
teresting and encouraging fact? And does 
it not show the importance of making the 
literary institutions in our country a spe- 
cial subject of our most fervent prayers? 
The moral state of many of our colleges is 
now such, that pious parents can send their 
inexperienced sons to them with much less 
anxiety than they once could, as to their 
moral and religious character, for the g0- 
vernment, and the most respectable part of 
the students are decidedly on the side of 
piety.” So. Int. 
—————— > @aa——— ~ 
A gloricus example in General Washington, 
In 1774, Washington was stationed at 
Alexandria with a regiment, of which he 
was Colonel. At an election for members 
of the Assembly, Washinghton was in fa- 
vour of Col. G. Fairfax; and M. W. Payne 
headed the friends of William Elzey, 

In the course of the contest, Washing- 
ton grew warm, and said something offen- 
sive to Mr, Payne, who elevated his shela- 
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Tah, and at one blow extended our hero on 
the ground. 
News was scon carried to the regiment 
that their commander was murdered | 
the mob. In a moment the whole regi- 
ment was under arms, and in a rapid mo- 
tion towards the town burning for ven- 
seance, During this time Washington was 
so fur recovered as to go out and meet 
his enraged soldiers, who crowded around 
him with joy to see him alive. 

After wom Spec for such evidence 
of attachment, he assured them that he 
was not hurt, and begged them by their 
love to him and their duty, to return to 
their barracks. 

Feeling himself the aggressor, he re- 
solved to make Mr. Payne an honoura 
ble reparation by asking his pardon, Ear 
ly the next morning he wrote a polite note 
to Mr. Payne, to meet him at the tavern 

Payne took it for a challenge, and re- 
paired to the tavern in full expectation of 
smelling gunpowder. But what was hi- 
surprize to find in lieu of a braee of pis- 
tols, a decanter of wine and a pair of glass 
es on the table, 

Washington rose to meet him, and of- 
fering his hand with a smile began— 

“Mr. Payne, to err sometimes is na- 
ture; to reetify crror is always glory: I 
believe I was wrong in the affair of yester- 
day; yoo have had J think, some satisfae- 
tion, and if you deem that sufficient, here 
is my hand, Jet us be friends ” 

Aun act of such sublime virtue, produced 
its proper effect on the mind of Mr. Payne 
who from that moment became the most 
enthusiastick admirer and friend of Wash. 


ingion.—Friend of Peace. 
SSSSS== 











Lor the Christian Repository, 
No. III. 


The Priesthood of the Christian Church 
exercises its ministry, by Levine afipoint- 
ment. And, therefore, they are Ambassa- 
dors of Christ, to deliver God’s message to 
allmen. They are sent with a commis- 
sion——they come not of themse!ves—dmut- 
tam. te, 1 will send thee—vade ad fRfulum, 
sro to the people, saith God to his servants. 
And this custom of sending, by commission, 
was continued by Christ and his Apostles, 
and by their successors in all ages of the 
Church, Thus are they constituted doc- 
tores gentium, teachers of the nations, 
Hence it is that we are enjoined to esteem 


Y|having ordained a maintenance for the 


91 


‘ought, in his right, to receive, and to them 
the people ought to pay, their tythes as to 
|Christ, to whom they belong. For Christ 


Ministers of the Gospel, and no other cer- 
tain maintenance being specified, the pay- 
ment of tythes remains obligatory. The 
promise of Jacob, long before the Mosaic 
Law, to give tythes to God of all he pos- 
sessed, Compared with Abraham’s practice 
before, and the Apostie’s rule, that the la- 
bourer is worthy of his wages, with the 
perpetual practice of the Church (the best 
expositor of the Law) shew this duty to be 
morat and frerfetual, 

The chief and principal reasen why God 
reserved the ¢enth for himseif, and gave it 
to those who served at his Altar, is moral 
and perpetual; for he reserved the tenth for 
himself, i signum unzversais Domini, as 
an acknowledgment shat ali we have is his 
—und he gave it to the Priests and Levites 
for their service in the Tabernacle. God 
is no less Lerd of the world now, than 
formerly. And he hat. a service and wor- 
ship to be performed and maintained still : 
and, therefore, that proportion, which God 
Minself thought fit in his wisdom, ought 
lo coutinue still, especially as there is noth- 
inge in tt peculiar to the Jews, nor any typi 
cal ceremony which should make it vuid by 
the coming of Christ. 

Jesus Christ when speaking to the 
“cribes and Pharisees about their tyching 
mint and cummin, and leaving the weigh- 
tier anatters of the Law, tells them, Ze 
first ought to be done, and the other not left 
undone. And the Apostle’s rule that se 
who ts taught in the word must communi- 
cate to him that teachethin all goud things; 
these make it appear, that it was not 
Christ’s intention to abrogate ‘ushes, or the 
Apostie’s meaning to ubridye the mainte-| 
nance of Christian Ministers, but that @ 
tenth, at least, should be paid them. 

The first law for cy:hes was not given by 
Moses. For whereas it is said, Levit 27. 
30. Lhe tenth of allis the Lora’s—this is 
not meant, that it became so by a law then 
made; but that it was the Lord’s by an- 
cient law and custom long beiore. And so, 
it refers to some law made at the beginning 
Yet, itis true, that then God transferred 
his right to the trive of Levi, on whom the 
Priesthood was conferred; and so, as to 
them, the law of receiving cythes was new. 


Occurs twice in the text, is an apposition, 
evidently to show that it relates in both 
places to the same individual Being If 
Defenscr will take the trouble to read the 
passage again, he will find that Amicus 
grounds his assertion on this,that there is an 
ethnach under the word vaaish, which has 
the power of a colon, consequently imply- 
ing that the passage is nearly complete, and 
that the latter part of the verse, as is often 
the case in Hebrew, is explanatory of the 
former part. Thus—“And Jehovah caus- 
ed it torain upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire”—here as if the ques- 
tion should be asked, Where srom? the ex- 
planatory answer follows—"from Jehovah’s 
heaven.” ‘That this is the sense of the 
passage there can be no doubt, and it must 
be of little consequence, I presume, to 
Amicus, whether the latter part of the sen- 
tence, which is merely explanatory of the 
former, be translated /rom Jehovah's hea- 
ven, or from Jehovah out of heaven; for 
Jehovah in.the latter part of the sentence 
being in apposition with Jehovah in the 
former part, clearly indicates the un:ty of 
the agent, and “ min shamayim” from or 
out of heaven, merely shows the place 
whence the brimstone and fire descended, 
to wit, the atmosphere. 

As for regimen, every boy who has been 
taught a few lessons in Hebrew must know 
that it never could be applicable here, for 
between Yehovah and shamay:m there is 
the word min, and regimen requires that 
there should be nothing between the two 
nouns which are mm construction, 

Defensor appears very scrupulous about 
deviating from our present “translation of 
the scriptures. His friend “ Paul,” how- 
ever, seems to have felt but little of this 
scruple, when it suited his purpose to de- 
part from it. See his AddressNo XXXI. 
&c. And even Defensor himself has de- 
viated from the received translation in as- 
serting that meeth Yehovah, min hasham- 
ayim,? is literally rendered, “ from the Je- 
hevah out of the heavens!” Pray, where 
did he get the article ¢he, which he has 
placed before Jehovah ?—As it was not in 
the original he has very artfully fabricated 
this word, in order to make the passage, to 
use hisown language, “ more emphatic ” 
But in doing so, like his predecessor Paul, 
he has clearly proved himself a believer in 








them very highly, in love, for their works 
sake. We should, according to St. Paul, 
receive them as angeis of Ged, and with 
as much honor and respect, as Princes re- 
ceive and entertain foreign Ambassadors. 

The Sovereign Head of the Church has 

provided for the maintenance of the Chris- 
tian Ministry—cven as he did for the Levi- 
tical Priesthood. St. Paul argues, that as 
the Priests, who served at the altar, lived of 
the altar: so they, that now preach the 
Gozpel, should live of the Gospel. And 
this by the special ordinance of Christ, 
who hath so appointed, that the same pro- 
portion of a tenth fart, which was paid to 
the Levites and Priests under the Law, is 
still due to the Priesthood and Ministry 
of the Gospel. Thus the same Apostle 
reasoneth, that he who labours for others, 
ought to eat the fruit of his labours, and 
be maintained by them who reap the ben- 
efit of his labours. He proves it thus: 
The mouth of the ox must not be muzzled 
that treadeth out the corn, The soldier 
goes not to warfare at his own charges; nor 
doth the husbandman feed his flock, or fiant, 
or sow, but in hope to reap the frutt o” his 
joins. Whence he infers, that the Spirl- 
tual Husbandman, who soweth spiritual 
things to others, ought to partake of their 
harvest in temporal things, for whose good 
he labours. 

To me, then, it appears evident that at 
least a tenth part of our increase 1s due to 
God. Because tythes were annexed to the 
Priesthood of Christ typified by Melchize- 
deck, who was a type of Christ And from 
Melchizedec k’s receiving tythes from 
Abraham, the Apostle infers the excellen- 
cy of Christ’s Priesthood, above the Levi- 
tical—both because Abraham himself, 
from whom Levi descended, paid him 
tythes and was blessed by him—and bee 
cause the *Levitical Priests that received 
tythes were subject to death; but here a 
iigh-Priest receives tythes, who lives for- 
ever. In all which it is taken for granted, 
that tvthes are annexed to Christ's Priest- 
hood, otherwise the whole reasoning gl? 
inipertinent and to no purpose. — Now, * 
tythes are due to our High Priest, who 
Lives forever, there cannot be any question, 
but the Priests and Ministers of the Gos- 
pel, whom Jesus Christ hath made his 

Stewards, and whom he hath sent as his 
Anbussadors, even as his Father sent him, 


That the teath is still due, by Divine right, 
hath been the judgment cf the Christian 
church inal ages, testified in several coun- 
sels, and acknowledged generally by the 
Fathers, and ought to be sufficient to sway 
the judgment and settle the conscience of 
private persons 
Wherefore, let Aim thatis tauvhtin word, 
communicate (6 him that teacheth, in ail good 
things. ‘Thus are we notonly to obey them 
in spiritual things, but to minister to them 
in tempora!s. For good dispensers of the 
word and ordinances ougi! not to be re- 
warded with great esteem only, but with 
earthly benefits too, that they may not be 
left sad and anxious in the want of the 
means to defray tlicir charges, but may also 
rejoice in the ready obedience of their flocks 
inallthings. Anow ye not, that they who min- 
ster about holy things, live of the things of the 
Temple ;—and they who watt at the Aivar, 
are fartakers with the Altar? even so, hath 
the Lorp ordained, that they who fireach the 
Gosfiel, should live of the Gospul? Vhus 
we see, that itis God’s ordinance, which 
provides for the maintenance of the Clergy, 
and not merely ourbenevolence. We are 
not, according to his ordinance, at our own 
liberty ; but bound to the support of the 
Christian Ministry, by a fosztéve Drvine 
ordinance. God hath given bis Ministers 
ower to demand their support as their 
just due. And, indeed, it is but reasonable, 
If they have sown unto us sfiritual things, 


our carnal things. 

Wherefore, God saith, Bring ye all the 
Tuthes into the store-house, that there may 
he meat in mine house,and firove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of Tosts, tf 1 will 
not ofien you the windows of Heaven, and 
nour out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to reccive it. PHILO. 


For the Chri lan Repository. 
“BIBLICAL CRITICISM” 


Another champion it seems has got into 
the field, harnessed no doubt with all the 
Hebrew learning which Princeton is capa- 
ble of affording. But a pebble or two from 
the sling of the little /Zebrew David, may 
possibly stop his vaunting. Not a word was 
said by Amicus, in his remarks on Gen. 
xix. 24,about “ regimen” or construction. 
He asserted that the word Jehovah which 














that they should recetve from usa part of 


time a little “more modesty in his at- 
tempts,” at criticism, and to evince a more 
consivtent character than to condescend to 
the use of encers—the mean resort only of 
vulgar minds PHILU AMICUS, 
= ——————— 
For the Christuun Repository 
No IV. 
Continuation of my T'ird Communication to Paul 
and .dmicus. 

What would it avail us to lament the fatal con- 
sequences of having mistaken the belief in the opi- 
mons of man on the words of God, for the true 
faith in the words of God, if we do not recur to 
the only remedy, for so lamentable an evil? 

Chis evil, we must confess, is enormous; it 
has spread and still spreads.its dead!y contagion; 
so much the more dangerously, that it is the more 
speciously covere} with the most alluring ap- 
pearances of good; and, certainly, the jealous 
evemy of Christ, and mankind, could not invent 
against the churches a more crafty temptation 
than that which has caused them to make ship- 
wreck concerning faith, on the same holy rock 
upon which he made them believe, they builded 
the edifice of the.r sanctification, and which temp 
tation ha-, from age to aye, grown so strong by 
the prodigivus number of the seduced and sedu- 
cers,that the very elect should tuereby be induced 
in‘o error, if it were possible ; but the words of 
God which they have kept with all their purity 
and integrity, mn the church of Jesus Christ, stand 
always with the same power to protect and secure 
them now as before, and preserve them to the end, 
and through their ministry, to judge and justly 
punish, and by the fire of a mercitul justice, to 
purify and recall to the essential order all those 
who have deviated from them. 

But brethren, however enormous be this evil, 
and whatever may be the ascendeney of such an 
imposing temptation, and the influence of its in. 
veterate contagion, the virtue of the remedy still 
offered to all by the word of God explained by 
his word, 1s infinitely above all its malignity, and 
exceedingly superabundant in infallible means to 
restore to salvation and happiness, all those who 
so deplorably have been infected by it, for Jesus 
Christ who foretold the temptation which came 
upon all the world, to try them who dwell upon 
the earth, had foreseen also its tatal conseg wences 
and proportioned the remedy to the evil; and 
that which he prescribed unto the first churches 
deviating from the words of God, as the onty re- 
medy for healing then, tie same is now ordered 
to raise up all those who have till now made ship- 
wreck concerning faith, 

What was then the divine prescription ? “ re- 
member how ye have received and heard, and 
from whence ye ure fallen, repent and hold fast 
the words of God ;” this is the remedy ordered 
by the true physician of the soul, and infailible 
doctor, and whether we wili hear, or whether we 
will forbear, according to the oracles of the pro- 
phets, this only infallibly efficacious remedy shall 
finally, either by a merciful grace, ar by a just 
salutary rigour, heal atl the nations and restore 











more than one God, by making two Jeho- 
vahs—the “ Jehovah” that * stood on the 
edrih and called down fire,” &c. and “ the 
Jehovah” in “ the heavens,” from whom 
the fire came !! And as shamayim literal- 
ly means the atmosphere, Defensor (as his 
brother Paul did before him,) has placed 
one of his Jehovahs in the clouds while the 
other was on the earth! I have been amus- 
ed with these men’s fancies, and the ex- 
tremely grose and limited nature of their 
ideas, as discovered in the construction 
they would give to this and other passages 
of the inspired writings. 

Defensor fiads fault with Amicus for 
saying that somatikds (Col li 9.) ought to 
have been rendered “ substankiatly ;” but 
in doing this he has only shown “his own 
want of information. That somatikos lit- 
erally means dodz/y no person doubts, but 
that in this place it should be rendered eud- 
stanticlly, has been the opinion of many of 
the best critics both ancient and modern. 
If * Defensor” had only consulted his 
school bovks he might have been satisfied 
on this point ; and if he has not yet done 
so, L advise him to consult Parkhurst — 
the celebrated lingnist Adam Clarke, says 
that ** sOmatikos signifies ¢ru/y, ready, in 
opposition to typfurcally, figuratively. There 
was a symbol of the divine presence in the 
Hebrew tabernacle, and in the Jewish tem- 
ple; but in the body of Christ, the Deity 
with all its pienitude of attributes, dwelt 
really aud substantially ; for so the word 
somatikOs means ; and so it was under- 
stood by the ancient Greek Fathers, as is 
fully shown by Suicer in his Thesaurus, 
under the word.”? See Clarke in the place 
The learned Macknight also speaks to the 
same purpose. “ The word soma, com- 
monly translated ody,” says he, “ like 
its corresponding Hebrew word, signifies 
substance”? &c ~ y. Mack. ona the Epistles. 

But perhaps Clarke and Macknight, and 
the Greek Fathers also, “looked at the text 
through the book cover and ail,” and there- 
fore “* made abad guess !”—_We will pre- 
sume, however, that the venerable /uomson 
did not get at it in this way, when, in his 
translation of the New Testament, lie ren- 
dered the passage, ‘* Because all the plen- 
itude of the deity resideth substantially in 
him” ‘Thus our /earned “ Defensor’s’’ 
“ boasted” criticisms vanish into “a puff 
of empty air.’ Tt wou!d be well for him 








to take his own advice, and manifest another 


all things for the universal happiness of the world, 
to the Dighest glory of God; fur, bis words inde- 
pently, not only of all opinions and malice of man, 
but of all deceitfulness and rage of satan, must 
be accomplished, since on their accomplishment 
depends the pertection of his work, (as we have 
before demonstrated it) ‘1 will not give my glo- 
ry to another,” saith the Lord. 

How then have we received and heard ? “ God 
so Joved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Sun, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life;” then the glo- 
ry of God for which he has made all things is so 
intimately concerned with the happiness of the 
world, that he gave even his only begotten Sun, 
by whom only he recerveth all his glory, in order to 
save the worid: ali the good tidings or blessings 
of the gospel are comprised im these few words, 
wheretore the Apostie exclaimed, * how with his 
Son, hath not God given all unto us? 

By this comprehensive oracle, Jesus Christ 
manifests unto us, lst our powerful physician is 
the only begotten Son of God, udly, our infalli- 
ble remedy, faith in him, and consequently in his 
words, and Jdly, the assured elfect of his healing, 
eternal lifes 

Now, dear brethren, if we explain this divine 
manifestation by the other testimonies of Jesus 
Christ or of his apostles and prophets, we shall 
comprehend Ist, Wiy God gave his only beyotten 
Son to his intellective creatures.—2ndly, Why 
their only remedy is their faith in him and in ail 
lis words: and, 3dly, Why the assured effect of 
his healing is, for all, eternal life. 

I. Why hath God given his only begotten Son 
to his intellective creatures ? 

lst. Because being infinite in his perfections, 
and immutable in his nature and felicity, he can 
be worthily glorified by them only in his Son, with 
his Son, and through his Son, 

2udly. Because his atonement could only satisfy 
the divine justice for sinners. 

Sdly. Because the same word which. created 
men could only give them a new birth, that they 
might re-enter in Christ in whom only the Father 
is well pleased. 

4th/y Because since, although born again by 
his spirit, we were stil to remain with our hue 
man nature for ever inclined to evil, during thig 
mortal life, it was necessary for us that Jesus 
Christ should sa.cufy himself for us, and, by his 
grace whose power could only supply our insuffi- 
ciency and help our infirmities, preserve us in his 
holiness by continually renewing us according to 
his direction, (Apol. xxii. 11.) “ he who is righte- 
ous let him justified again, and he who is holy let 
him sactified again.” 

5thly. Because the Son being the only one who 
knoweth the Father, who showeth unto him all 
which he desireth, was evidently the only one who 
could raise us to our heavenly Father, and Conse- 
quently the only one who might be the head of 
the whole church, in order to animate and lead 
by his spirit, all his memoers and ministers, ta 
accomplish the words and the will of the Mather 
who “raised bim from the dead, set him at his 
own right band in the heavenly places, far above 
all principality and power, and might and domi- 





non, #nd every name that is aamed, not only in 
this world, but also in that whicb is to come, that 
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things to the church, which is his hody, the ful 
ness of him who filleth all in all. (Eph. i. Col. i.) 
Wherefore said the same Apostle (2Cor. v 19-) 
God eternally was in his Christ, in whom he pleas- 


ed all fulness should dwell bodily, reconciling the 
world with himself, and not imputing them their tres- 


passes, but giving them his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, then 
we may already conclude their only remedy is 
their faith in him. 

{Concluded in our next.] 
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GILL LT AIRE GS LE PRE SO EE AG BNE 
CHOCTAW MISSION. 


From the Missiovary Herald, 


Station or Mr. Wittiams. 

[Our readers are aware, that last autumn 
Mr LS. Williams commenced prepa- 
rations for a school, at a place called the 
French Camps, on the road leading through 
the Choctaw Nation from Tennessee to 
Natchez. The school was soon after put 
into operation; but was necessarily sus- 
pended toward the close of March, on ac- 
count of the ill health of Mr. and Mrs. 
Williams. At this time Mr. Hooper made 
them a visit from Mayhew, and took charge 
of the school fora season; thus enabling 
them to visit Mayhew, and try the effect 
of travelling. The result was very favor- 
able to health, and they resumed their la- 
bors with cheerfulness and alacrity | 

{After stating more at large the parti- 
culars, of which the above is a summary, 
Mr. Williams, in a letter dated June 18, 
1822, proceeds as follows: } 

I hasten to tell you what the Lord has 
done for his Zion, in this wilderness. He 
has favoured this little spot with the influ- 
ence of his Holy Spirit, so that now it ap- 
pears truly sacred'and holy ground. Al- 
ready may it be said; this and that man were 
born here. He has made glad the héarts 
of his people, by the rich communications 
of his love and mercy to perishing sinners. 

_ ‘The third Sabbath in May was a memo- 
rable day to this establishment, and to the 
Choctaw Mission. Previous to that, how- 
ever, there was one instance of hopeful 
conversion in the case of a black man. 
Some time in the month of March, he was 
struck with the awful sense of his situa- 
tion, while at work, and in the very act of 
cursing and swearing bitterly at something 
which vexed him. Mr. Kingsbury, who 
preached here two Sabbaths in that month, 
had considerable conversation with him, 
and there appeared evidence that a work of 
grece had begun in his heart. His con- 
duct since bears testimony to the hope of 
his having experienced a saving change. 
But it was on the day above mentioned, that 
the presence of God was distinctly mani- 
ifest. At an early hour, an unusual num- 
ber of people, chiefly blacks, assembled. 
In the forenoon, beside other exercises, 
we read one of Russell’s seven sermons, 
entitled Joshua’s resolution to serve the 
Lord ; and, in the afternoon, an acceunt of 
the revival in Pittsfield, Ms. with some 
other exacts, accompanied by a portion 
of Scripture and an exhoristion. It was 
near the close of the meeting that the voice 
of weeping was heard. An awful stillness 
prevailed, interrupted only by the sighs 
and groans of two or three distressed in- 
dividuals. Others were affected to tears, 
and some were seen totremble like con- 
demned criminals. But I shall not at- 
tempt to describe the scene, or my own 
sensations. One young man, Mr. ‘1 ., ori- 
ginally from New-England, who lives with 
me, and had been, during five or six months 
while‘living at Mayhew, distressed for his 
soul, found relief from the burden of sin, 
and gave praise to God. Mr. L., the father 
of the beloved child who died in the faith 
at Elliot, had been much pressed with a 
sense of his quilt, since receiving a so- 
lemn admonition from his son, in a letter, 
written a few weeks before his death. 
Though strictly moral and upright, he had 

never spoken of his serious impressions 
before his family and neighbors. He was 
at this time so affected that he could not 
refrain. He commenced family prayer 
the same night, and is now very active in 
every good work. An aged black woman, 
formerly a church member in Georgia, and 
probably the only praying person in this 
neighborhood for several years, had her 
spiritual strength greatly renewed. “ Long 
time,” she said,“ have I prayed for this 
wicked people. I first used to pray that 
jucgments or afflictions might bring them 
to repentance ; but they soon forget such 
warnings Then I pray the Lord to send 
teachers here ; and ] pray four or five years 
before they come ” 

Asother hired man, Mr R., went to 

‘bed that night in great mental distress. 








he might have the pre-eminence, 
being the first born of the living, and the first 
born from the dead and have put all things under 
his feet and gave him to be the head over all 
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When he arose he felt ready to sink, but 
obtained comfort when all earthly resou:- 
ces failed. This man had been seriously 
inclined, and at times very anxious, since 
last September ; but had spent most of his 
time in travelling. 
these mission establishments, he resolved, 
if possible, to get employ at some station 
where he might learn the way of life. He 
had passed our station 50 miles, when | 
met with him on my return to Mayhew, 
We may number, as the happy fruits of 
this revival thus far, ten adults who give 
evidence of piety. Four of them are 
white men, five are blacks (slaves,) and one 
a free mulatto. The greater part of these 
have been notoriously wicked ‘The 
change is acknowledged, by all who knew 
them, to be great. Ten or twelve more 
are anxiously inquiring what they shall do 
to be saved. All of these are grown per 
sons, except two orthree girls, about 14 
years of age. The seriousness is now 
pretty much confined to the negroes The 
children of the school are mostly unaffect- 
ed, as also the natives, if we except two or 
three women who are beginning to inquire 
into these things, and to attend meetings 
more regular than heretofore. There are 
not wanting opposers, and I should muci 
fear what would be the effect of their ma- 
chinations, if I were not assured that sin: 
ners under real conviction, like the blind 
man by the way side, do “ cry so much the 
more.” Some have found the prediction 
fulfilled, ** a man’s foes shall be they of his 
own household ” As yet, I am confident, 
the cause of Christ is gaining ground) We 
have two and sometimes three evening 
meetings in the week, and two public ex. 
ercises on the Sabbath, besides a mecting 
afterwards, attended by those who are anx- 
iously inquiring. In addition to these, the 
blacks assemble, nearly every evening, in 
different places, for prayer among them. 
selves, 
There have been some cases of very 
pungent conviction, so that the subjects 
had little or no rest, day or night, for three 
weeks, before they found relief The sea 
son of distress, in other cases, has been on- 
ly four or five days. Some iave been af- 
fected since the first Sabbath, and whose 
anxiety now increases. Other cases have 
occurred of very recent date. Those af- 
fected generally complain of the hardness 
of their hearts ;—are grieved that they are 
“ no more grieved” for their past wicked- 
ness,—acknowled¢e their desert of endless 
punishment, and express their wonder that 
God has not cut them off. They much 
fear self-deception ; and are very urgent 
and frequent in their inguiries on this great 
concern, ‘They seem to place no depen- 
dence on their prayers, and speak much of 
the importance of building their hopes on 
Christ Jesus the Rock of Ages. I believe 
they are very careful to tell, when asked, 
the true state of their mind, as well as they 
can, fearing to deceive either themselves 
or others. 
1 think I feel grateful, and so do these 
people, for the occasional labours of God's 
ministers among us. Mr. Kingsbury 
preached two sermons here in March: ; 
Rev G* Hallenbeck preached an evening 
lecture at the French Camps in Dec. Bro- 
ther Wright and the Rev. Mr. White 
preached at our house the Sabbath previ- 
ous to the third Sabbath in May. Brother 
Wright has labored with us two Sabbaths 
since. But O, my dear Sir, how much we 
need the constant labors, and watchings, 
and nursings of a pastor—a skiiful guide 
—a shepherd. Conceive of my situation 
among this people. Great is the respon- 
sibility at any time, but how much greater 
now. Never did I fee! so much the im- 
portance of the preached Gospel. These 
people look tome. I tremble for them, 
lest, through their ignorance and the want 
of proper instruction, they should err. It 
is affecting to hear the new converts pray 
that the Lord would send them a minister, 
and speedily establish achurch here May 
the Lord hear their prayer and hasten it in 
his time. 
I am, dear Sir, respectfully, yours in the 
Gospel, L. S. WituraMs. 


a OD em 
CHEROKEES OF THE ARKANSAW—D wight, 


| The journal of this mission, in the last 
Herald, includes nearly three months, 
from Jan, 1, 1822. On that day the Mis- 
sionaries opened their school with three 
children. Brother Washburn had charge 
of it. On the 12th, ithad increased to 18. 
The meetings on the Sabbath were attend- 
ed by 75 persons. The Cherokees are 
much gratified with the opening of the 
school, and unlike the Osages, think their 
children sefer there, than at home. 





At length, hearing of 


of governor MacCarthy is pronounced with 


[23. Mr. Washburn started for the Ar- 
kansaw post, to transact various business 
for the mission. Before his return, he 
found it necessary to visit N. Orleans, to 
obtain the supplies that had been forward- 
ed by the Board. He secured a convey- 
ance for them on board a steam-boat up 
the Arkansaw, within 20 miles of the sta- 
tion. Had not the river been lower than 
for some weeks before, the boat might 
have proceeded within a few yards of their 
doors —The boxes of clothing &c. arriv- 
ed safely. 

March 23. Governor Miller called— 
and to his former expressions of good will, 
added a donation for the benefit of the 
school. } 

The Editor of the Heradd adds: 

The mission appears to have been re- 
markably successful in obtaining the con- 
veyance of supplies so expeditiously by 
the steam-boat; the first boat of the kind, 
if we are not mistaken, which has ascend- 
ed the Arkansaw so far 

A letter of the Missionaries, accompa- 
nying the journal, is dated May 6th It 
states, that “since any mention of build- 
ings in the journal, the Missionaries have 
put up, aside from the blacksmith’s shop, 
another lumber house, 18 by 20, two log- 
dwelling houses. 20 by 22, and commenc- 
ed acarpenter’s shop” The plantation is 
also considerably improved—-roads opened 
—fences made—land cleared—* A schoo! 
of more than fifty children in successtul 
operation—many of them making rapid 
progress—all promising, some peculiarly 
interesting. All the members of the mis- 
sion family enjoy such 3 measure of health, 
as to be able to labor more or less; seve- 
ral of the sisters, however are rather fee- 
ble.” 

Mr. Finney had been again attacked by 
the ague and fever ; but umely remedies, 
it was hoped, would afford relief. 

——D 3+ a — 

LONDON TRACT SOCIETY. 

“During the last year, said the Rev. 
LEIGH RICHMOND, I had an opportunity of 
ascertaining the effects produced by the 
instrumentality of one single tract, under 
circumstances, perhaps worthy your at- 
tention. Prudence and delicacy compe: 
me to throw a veil over some particutars 
of the narrative. A lady of considerable 
rank and fashion, one evening went to a 
place of public amusement, leaving her 
attendant tu wait her return. The maid 
soon afterwards observed a seller of tracts 
passing by ; and though she was destitute 
of seriousness of mind, and was eager in 
pursuit of any frivolous pleasure within 
her reach, the tract basket attracted her at- 
tention, and she bought some, thinking to 
beguile the tedious hours she had to await 
her mistress’s return, by their perusal. At 
a late hour the mistress returned, and found 
the attendant bathed in tears; she tried to 
hide these symptoms ef sorrow and anxiety; 
but her mistress seeing the tracts, talked to 
her, and laughed at her till she retired. 
When the morning brought them together 
again, “1 think,” said the mistress, * you 
were better employed last night than I was; 
I passed but an unpleasant evening, and I 
almost wish I had stayed at home and read 
those tracts with you.” The maid puta tract 
into her mistress’ hand; and'I can state, 
that one solitary tract which caused those 
symptoms of anxiety in the maid, brought 
the mistress also to tears, and was the 
means, under Divine influence, of bringing 
them both to God. Ch. Mir. 

meee (> ee 
Such has been the influence of the Mis- 
sionaries at Sierra Leone, in the introduc- 
tion of Christianity and consequent civili- 
zation, that the most inveterate prejudices 
against the gospe! are passing away. A 
benignant influence is rapidly extending 
over the adjoining barbarous nations, on 
the African coast. ‘The Mahometans of 
Foutah and of Massina court have formed 
an intercourse with the Christian colony, 
for their traders experience an adherence 
to probity and good faith in the white men 
hitherto unknown tothem. The name 


respect on the remote banks of the Ni- 
ger.’® In the liberated African towns is 
seen the happy fruits of religious instruc- 
tion, in the promotion of industry and good 
morals, and in the cleanliness and respect- 
able appearance of the villagers. The 
buildings erected in the villages solely by 
the Negroes, astonish the beholder at their 
improvement as artificers. It is true, that 
a considerable number of Europeans die in 
the Colony ; but not one fourth of them 
merely from the effect of the climate. By 
far the greater part lose their lives by lux- 
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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. 


A Letter from Somers, Connecticut, to —— —=—, 
dated, August 21, 1822, 


States, that in that town, about 120 are indulg- 
ing hopes that they have passed from death unto 
life.—The revival has extended into the adjoin- 
ing towns. In South Wilbraham, Massachusetts, 
4 miles North of Somers, 70 are rejoicing in hope. 
In Tolland, 10 miles East, 30 or 40. In Elling- 
ton, 5 miles West, a few. 

The work commenced in Somers about. the 
10th of June. There were then but fwo cases of 
conversion known, 

—ss 3 eee 

The Watchman in his zealous opposition to 
Education, Missionary, Bible, and Tract Societies, 
is industriously engaged in extracting from every 
vile publication, their viler parts —Sometimes he 
admit sthe propriety of “ a learned ministry;” and 
that circulating the Scriptures is very proper ; 
but is alarmed at the dreadful expence. Here, 
when those objects are to be forwarded only at 
the expence of “ old rags.”* Still he objects. 
How we are to please him in this business, we 
know not. We take it for granted, his sentiments 
accord with his selections.—Read the following: 


“ All events, whether prosperous or ad- 
verse, whether malignant or benign, have 
co-operated in the advancement of true re- 
ligion. Saints have established it by their 
lives, martyrs have confirmed it by their 
deaths; hypocrites have added strength to 
it by their dissimulation; tyrants have pu- 
rified it by their persecutions; infidels have 
corroborated it by their opposition ; the ar- 
rows of its enemies have served for its 
protection; and the resistance it has met 
with from the combined wit, and genius, 
and malice, of mankind, have brought forth 
those illustrious and immortal defences, 
which establish its truth upon the basis of 
demonstration,” 














* See his rag hae” of yesterday. 
—! B 

The American Bible Society.—One of 
the glories of our country, has of late years 
wonderfully prospered—its income, though 
little short of 50,000 dolls. is still, howev- 
er, found greatly inadequate to supply the 
demands for the world of life About 300 
Auxiliary Societies have already rallied 
around the standard of this august institu- 
tion 

—— > 1 
“ METHODIST SOCIETY,” 
13 distinguished from the Methodist Efis- 
cofal Church, 

This body ot professing Christians has 
been recently organized under the inspec- 
tion and management of the Rev. Jesse 
Head, of Harrodsburg and the Rey. Dr. 
Cloud of Lexington, Ky. They retain the 
articles of religion as subscribed by the 
Episcopal Methodists, but reject their dis- 
cipline or government.—They have lately 
published their articles of belief and form 
of government in a small volume, hail 
bound, of about 160 pages, entitled * The 
articles of Religion and Discipline of the 
Methodist Society, as adopted in Lezing- 
ton, Ky. by a conference held May 18th, 
1822 .——Their form of government is mo- 
celled after that of the Presbyterians as 
published in the last edition of the “ Con- 
fession of faith.” LEpiscopacy is of course 
rejected. The founders of this Society 
alledged as their only reason for leaving the 
Methodist Episcopal Church the prevas 
lence of maleadministration and misrule in 
that body. We can only add, “If this 
counsel or work be of man it will come to 
nought, but if it be of God ye cannot over- 
throw it.” Time will furnish the result, 

Kentucky Rep. 

————D 5'¢ Gi 

Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, attended a 
meeting of the African Institution, and 
made a speech in favor of abolition, which 
was much applauded. Yet Mr. R. is a 
slave-holder; and in Congress advocated 
the extension of slavery to Missouri. It 
is to be hoped he will return, and doose the 
bands of wickedness; und in earnest de- 
vote his talents tothe promotion of that 
cause for which he has spoken a good word 
in a land of strangers. Ch Mir, 


OBITUARY. 


Departed this life on Thurday last at his late 
residence, near this town, Doct. ARCHIBALD ALEX- 
ANDER, aged 67,—the deceased was among the 
worthies, who stood foremost in defence of his 
country, against the enemies of his country’s 
rights, in the Revolution; and has since filled 
many important stations in public life, with strict 
propriety. He leaves to mourn his departure a 
widow and three daughters, together with a train 
of sincere friends. 

** A heap of dust alone remains of thee, 











ury and intemperance. Chrte. Sec. 


***Tis all thou art, and all that man shall be.” 


age 











